








Good Tide-ings
Edisto Island United Methodist Church

8193 Palmetto Road

3  Sunday after The Epiphanyrd

January 25, 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS
____________

SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP SERVICES – 10:00am

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
Nancie’s Clothes Closet

10:00am-1:00pm & 2:00pm -5:00pm

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
Church Council Meeting
Fellowship Hall    10:00am

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Fellowship Brunch

Fellowship Hall
(after service)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Godwin-Pate Circle Meeting

Fellowship Hall
9:30 Social Time, 10:00 Meeting

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
1  Lenten Studyst

Fellowship Hall
2:00pm

Will we see you January 25, 2026 at 10:00 AM?

“The Unfinished Call”
Matthew 4:12–23

     This Sunday, we gather around a truth that is both
humbling and full of hope: we are unfinished people, and
God is not done with us yet.
     Henri Nouwen’s piercing reminder—“He who thinks
that he is finished is finished”—echoes through Matthew’s
story of Jesus calling fishermen from their boats. The call
to “Follow me” is not a graduation certificate; it is an
invitation into a lifelong apprenticeship with Christ. Peter
and Andrew step away from their nets, not into perfection,
but into a journey marked by stumbling, learning,
repenting, and being restored.
     John Wesley would call this the ongoing work of
sanctifying grace—God shaping us, week by week, into
people who reflect Christ’s love. This shaping happens as
we gather again and again, letting the gospel form us. We
should attempt to hear the text not as a lecture but as a
living experience. Why? It helps us see that Jesus’ call is
vocational: “I will make you fishers of people.” The
making takes time. It takes community. It takes grace.             

                                                            (continued on page 2)
    



Prayer
Requests

Lacey Reeves
Mike Wyndham

Kayne Gantt
Bob Spratlin

Jane Loy
Connie Strange
Evan McMillan
Donna Padgette

Laura & Jim Emory
Ethelynn Boozer & Family

Nancy Culclasure
Lauren (Donna’s niece)

Dale Steele
Margaret Steele
Thomas Tindall

Buff Yelton
Dawn & Berry Wren

Contact Information
(843) 869-3456

UMCEdisto@yahoo.com
www.eiumc.org

Pastor Len:
(843) 343-8794

LCRipleyIII@umcsc.org

Please submit prayer requests and
information to include in the weekly
bulletin and newsletter via email to

UMCEdisto@yahoo.com
by noon on Wednesday of each

week.

     We live in a world that prizes completion, certainty,
and self-sufficiency. But Jesus calls us away from those nets
—away from the illusion that we have arrived—and into a
community where humility, perseverance, and mutual
formation are the way of life.
     This Sunday, we will step into that story again.
      We will remember that the shoreline is still before us.
      We will hear the call that still comes.
      We will worship the One who is still forming us.
      Whether you are a longtime member, a returning
friend, or a seeker wondering where you belong, this is a
Sunday for you. The unfinished, the curious, the weary,
the hopeful—Christ calls all of us.
      Come ready to lay down your nets.
      Come ready to be shaped.
      Come ready to follow again.
      Because the good news is this: God is not finished with
us—and that is our hope.
      We look forward to worshiping with you.

                                             Grace & Peace, 

                                             Rev. Len Ripley

(“The Unfinished Call”, continued from page 1)

Stream our Sunday services
LIVE on YouTube.

Subscribe to “Edisto United
Methodist Church” for free.

Find us on Facebook:
“Edisto Island United
Methodist Church”

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
20 : Kayne Ganttth

31 : Chip Burnettst

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES:

25 : Al & Kayne Ganttth



volunteer
opportunities

Usher/Greeter/Acolyte

Weekly flowers for the
sanctuary

Monthly fellowship
brunch

Monthly Communion
server

Monthly Scripture
reader

     Our Lenten study begins
on Thursday, February 19, at
2pm in the Fellowship Hall.
We will be reading from
Thank God It’s Thursday by
Will Willimon.
     He is the Professor of the
Practice of Chrustian
Ministry at Duke University
Divinity School, retired
bishop of the North Alabama
Conference of The United
Methodist Church, and ormer
Dean of the Chapel at Duke
University.
    Copies are available for
pickup in the Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome to attend. If
you plan to attend, please read
the introduction and Chapter
One prior to the study.

LENTEN STUDY BEGINS FEBRUARY 19

IMPORTANT
WEATHER
REMINDER

Please continue to check
your church email for

updates regarding
church schedule changes

due to weather! 
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