








Good Tide-ings
Edisto Island United Methodist Church

8193 Palmetto Road

4  Sunday after The Epiphanyth

February 1, 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS
____________

SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP SERVICES – 10:00am

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Nancie’s Clothes Closet

10:00am-1:00pm & 2:00pm -5:00pm

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Fellowship Brunch

Fellowship Hall
(after service)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Godwin-Pate Circle Meeting

Fellowship Hall
9:30 Social Time, 10:00 Meeting

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner

Fellowship Hall
6:00pm

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
1  Lenten Studyst

Fellowship Hall
2:00pm

The Wisdom of God’s
Upside‑Down Kingdom

     In worship this week, we will explore two
powerful passages: Paul’s teaching on the
“foolishness of the cross” in 1 Corinthians 1:18–31
and Jesus’ Beatitudes in Matthew 5:1–12. Though
written in different contexts, these texts share a
common message:  God’s wisdom does not look like
the world’s wisdom.

     Paul reminds the Corinthians that God chose
what is weak, lowly, and overlooked to reveal
divine power. The cross—an instrument of shame—
becomes the place where God’s love is most clearly
seen. Jesus, in the Beatitudes, blesses the poor in
spirit, the meek, the merciful, and the peacemakers.
These are not the people the world celebrates, yet
they are the ones through whom God’s kingdom
shines.

                                                 (continued on page 2)



Prayer
Requests

Lacey Reeves
Mike Wyndham

Kayne Gantt
Bob Spratlin

Jane Loy
Connie Strange
Evan McMillan
Donna Padgette

Laura & Jim Emory
Ethelynn Boozer & Family

Nancy Culclasure
Lauren (Donna’s niece)

Dale Steele
Margaret Steele
Thomas Tindall

Buff Yelton
Dawn & Berry Wren

Contact Information
(843) 869-3456

UMCEdisto@yahoo.com
www.eiumc.org

Pastor Len:
(843) 343-8794

LCRipleyIII@umcsc.org

Please submit prayer requests and
information to include in the weekly
bulletin and newsletter via email to

UMCEdisto@yahoo.com
by noon on Wednesday of each

week.

     For us on Edisto Island, this message is both
comforting and challenging. It comforts us because
it tells us that God meets us in our need, not our
perfection. It challenges us because it calls us to
embody the values of the kingdom—mercy,
humility, justice, and peace—in a world that often
rewards the opposite.

     The good news is that God is already forming
us into this kind of community. Every act of
kindness, every moment of forgiveness, every effort
to make peace is a sign that Christ is at work
among us. The wisdom of the cross and the
blessings of the Beatitudes are not abstract ideas;
they are the shape of our life together.

     May we continue to walk in this upside‑down
wisdom, trusting that God’s power is made perfect
in our weakness and that Christ’s blessing rests on
all who seek his way.

                                          Grace and Peace,

                                          Rev. Len Ripley

(The Wisdom of God’s Upside‑Down Kingdom,
continued from page 1)

Stream our Sunday services
LIVE on YouTube.

Subscribe to “Edisto United
Methodist Church” for free.

Find us on Facebook:
“Edisto Island United
Methodist Church”

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
8 : Patsy Ackermanth

25 : Lorraine Bonurath

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES:
1 : Scott & Nina Eppsst



volunteer
opportunities

Usher/Greeter/Acolyte

Weekly flowers for the
sanctuary

Monthly fellowship
brunch

Monthly Communion
server

Monthly Scripture
reader

     Our Lenten study begins
on Thursday, February 19, at
2pm in the Fellowship Hall.
We will be reading from
Thank God It’s Thursday by
Will Willimon.
     He is the Professor of the
Practice of Chrustian
Ministry at Duke University
Divinity School, retired
bishop of the North Alabama
Conference of The United
Methodist Church, and
former Dean of the Chapel at
Duke University.
    Copies are available for
pickup in the Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome to attend. If
you plan to attend, please read
the introduction and Chapter
One prior to the study.

LENTEN STUDY BEGINS FEBRUARY 19

IMPORTANT
WEATHER
REMINDER

Please continue to check
your church email for

updates regarding
church schedule changes

due to weather! 
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