








Good Tide-ings
Edisto Island United Methodist Church

8193 Palmetto Road

4  Sunday of Lentth

March 15, 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS
SUNDAY MORNING

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10:00am

MONDAY, MARCH 16
Nancie’s Clothes Closet

10:00am-1:00pm & 2:00pm -5:00pm

TUESDAY, MARCH 17
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

Fellowship Hall
6:00pm

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
United Methodist Men

Fellowship Hall
8:30am

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
4th Lenten Study
Fellowship Hall

2:00pm

TUESDAY, MARCH 24
Church Council
Fellowship Hall

2:00pm

THURSDAY, APRIL 9
Women in Faith/

Godwin-Pate Circle Meeting
Fellowship Hall

9:30 Social Time, 10:00 Meeting

“Even Now: When God Speaks
Life into What

We Thought Was Finished”
     Lent is often described as a journey toward Easter—
but before we get there, Scripture invites us to linger
in places we would rather avoid.

     This Sunday, we will listen to two powerful stories
that meet us where life feels thin:  Ezekiel standing in a
valley of dry bones, and Jesus standing at the tomb of
his friend Lazarus. Both scenes are honest about death,
delay, and disappointment. Neither rushes toward
resurrection.

     In Ezekiel’s vision, God does not deny the dryness
of the bones. Instead, God asks a hard question: Can
these bones live?

     In John’s Gospel, Jesus does not arrive in time to
prevent death. He arrives after hope seems lost—and
still speaks life.

                                                      (continued on page 2)



Prayer
Requests

Bill Loy
Robyn Tindall
Dylan Rearden
Lacey Reeves

Mike Wyndham
Kayne Gantt
Bob Spratlin

Jane Loy
Evan McMillan
Donna Padgette

Laura & Jim Emory
Ethelynn Boozer & Family

Nancy Culclasure
Lauren (Donna’s niece)

Dale Steele
Margaret Steele
Thomas Tindall

Buff Yelton
Dawn & Berry Wren

Contact Information
(843) 869-3456

UMCEdisto@yahoo.com
www.eiumc.org

Pastor Len:
(843) 343-794

LCRipleyIII@umcsc.org

Please submit prayer requests and
information to include in the weekly
bulletin and newsletter via email to

UMCEdisto@yahoo.com
by noon on Wednesday of each

week.

Stream our Sunday services
LIVE on YouTube.

Subscribe to “Edisto United
Methodist Church” for free.

Find us on Facebook:
“Edisto Island United
Methodist Church”

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1  Margaret Green, Violet
McKenney, Debra Ripley

st:

2 : Spence Wisend

6 : Connie Strangeth

9 : Scott Wylieth

16 : Beverly Wylieth

22 : Steve Strangend

27 : Brad Pressleyth

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES:
23 : Wayne & Ann Bondrd

“Even Now: When God Speaks Life into What
We Thought Was Finished”

(continued from page 1)

     These stories remind us that Lent is not about
pretending everything is fine. It is a season for telling
the truth about what feels dry, delayed, or sealed shut
in our lives. It is also a season for listening—listening
for God’s voice that still speaks hope even now.

     This Sunday’s sermon will explore what it means to
trust God’s life‑giving Spirit in the spaces between
death and resurrection, and how we are called not only
to witness new life, but to help one another live into it
—loosening what still binds and making room for
grace to breathe again.

     If you are carrying questions, weariness, or quiet
hope into this Lenten season, you are not alone. Come
and listen for the God who is not finished with us yet.

Even now, God is speaking life.

Even now, resurrection is on the way.

                                           Grace & Peace,
                                           Rev. Len Ripley



volunteer
opportunities

Usher/Greeter/Acolyte

Weekly flowers for the
sanctuary

Monthly fellowship
brunch

Monthly Communion
server

Monthly Scripture
reader

     Our Lenten study continues
on Thursday, March 12, at 2pm
in the Fellowship Hall. We will
be reading from Thank God It’s
Thursday by Will Willimon.
     He is the Professor of the
Practice of Christian Ministry at
Duke University Divinity
School, retired bishop of the
North Alabama Conference of
The United Methodist Church,
and former Dean of the Chapel
at Duke University.
    Copies are available for pickup
in the Fellowship Hall. All are
welcome to attend. 

LENTEN STUDY CONTINUES MARCH 19  th

IMPORTANT
CONTACT REMINDER
If using the fellowship hall, sanctuary,

or clothes closet, please remember
upon leaving to shut off all lights, close
and lock all doors securely, and adjust
the thermostats. (Thermostats should

be set to 60 for heat and 80 for
cooling.)  This will help us control the

church electric bills.  Thank you!


	EIUMC 3-15-26 Page 1
	EIUMC 3-15-26 Page 2
	EIUMC 3-15-26 Page 3
	EIUMC 3-15-26 Page 4
	Mar 15 2026 Good Tide-ings
	UPCOMING EVENTS
	Good Tide-ings
	“Even Now: When God Speaks Life into What We Thought Was Finished”
	Lent is often described as a journey toward Easter—but before we get there, Scripture invites us to linger in places we would rather avoid.
	This Sunday, we will listen to two powerful stories that meet us where life feels thin:  Ezekiel standing in a valley of dry bones, and Jesus standing at the tomb of his friend Lazarus. Both scenes are honest about death, delay, and disappointment. Neither rushes toward resurrection.
	In Ezekiel’s vision, God does not deny the dryness of the bones. Instead, God asks a hard question: Can these bones live?
	In John’s Gospel, Jesus does not arrive in time to prevent death. He arrives after hope seems lost—and still speaks life.
	(continued on page 2)

	“Even Now: When God Speaks Life into What We Thought Was Finished” (continued from page 1)
	These stories remind us that Lent is not about pretending everything is fine. It is a season for telling the truth about what feels dry, delayed, or sealed shut in our lives. It is also a season for listening—listening for God’s voice that still speaks hope even now.
	This Sunday’s sermon will explore what it means to trust God’s life‑giving Spirit in the spaces between death and resurrection, and how we are called not only to witness new life, but to help one another live into it—loosening what still binds and making room for grace to breathe again.
	If you are carrying questions, weariness, or quiet hope into this Lenten season, you are not alone. Come and listen for the God who is not finished with us yet.
	Even now, God is speaking life.
	Even now, resurrection is on the way.
	Grace & Peace,                                            Rev. Len Ripley
	Find us on Facebook: “Edisto Island United Methodist Church”
	Stream our Sunday services LIVE on YouTube. Subscribe to “Edisto United Methodist Church” for free.

	Prayer Requests
	Bill Loy Robyn Tindall Dylan Rearden Lacey Reeves Mike Wyndham Kayne Gantt Bob Spratlin Jane Loy Evan McMillan Donna Padgette Laura & Jim Emory Ethelynn Boozer & Family Nancy Culclasure Lauren (Donna’s niece) Dale Steele Margaret Steele Thomas Tindall Buff Yelton Dawn & Berry Wren
	Contact Information (843) 869-3456 UMCEdisto@yahoo.com www.eiumc.org Pastor Len: (843) 343-794 LCRipleyIII@umcsc.org
	Please submit prayer requests and information to include in the weekly bulletin and newsletter via email to UMCEdisto@yahoo.com by noon on Wednesday of each week.
	LENTEN STUDY CONTINUES MARCH 19th
	Our Lenten study continues on Thursday, March 12, at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will be reading from Thank God It’s Thursday by Will Willimon.      He is the Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke University Divinity School, retired bishop of the North Alabama Conference of The United Methodist Church, and former Dean of the Chapel at Duke University.     Copies are available for pickup in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to attend.
	volunteer opportunities


	IMPORTANT CONTACT REMINDER
	If using the fellowship hall, sanctuary, or clothes closet, please remember upon leaving to shut off all lights, close and lock all doors securely, and adjust the thermostats. (Thermostats should be set to 60 for heat and 80 for cooling.)  This will help us control the church electric bills.  Thank you!



