








“Sent Into the Harvest” 
This week, Edisto Island UMC has the joy of welcoming the Salkehatchie Summer Service 
Team—youth and adults who will spend their days repairing homes, building ramps, restoring 
dignity, and sharing Christ’s compassion across our island. Their presence brings Matthew 9–10 
to life in front of us. 

In Sunday’s sermon, we heard how Jesus looks at the crowds with a compassion so deep it 
moves him to act. He sees people who are weary, overlooked, and burdened—and then turns to 
his disciples and says, “The harvest is plentiful.” In other words: God is already at work. Step 
into it with me. 

That is the invitation before us this week. 

Salkehatchie youth will step into that harvest with hammers, paintbrushes, and prayer. But the 
call is not only for them. Jesus sends all of us—members, neighbors, and online worshipers—to 
embody compassion in our daily lives. As theologian Stanley Hauerwas reminds us, the church 
is a people formed by Christ so the world can see what God intends for humanity. And Will 
Willimon adds that the church exists not for itself, but for the sake of others. 

This week, let’s live like a sent people. 

Pray for the youth. Welcome them. Encourage them. And let their courage challenge us to ask: 
Where is Christ sending me? Whose burden can I lift? What compassion is God stirring in me 
that needs to become action? 

The harvest is plentiful—right here on Edisto. And Christ is already ahead of us in the field. 
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