








This Sunday at Edisto Island UMC: 
“Who Do You Say That I Am?” 

Matthew 16:13–20 

Some questions don’t simply ask for information — they ask for truth. They ask for 
courage. They ask for you. 

This Sunday, we gather around one of the most searching questions Jesus ever asked 
His disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” It’s a question that doesn’t just reveal who 
Jesus is — it reveals who we are. 

In the sermon, we’ll explore how Jesus chooses to ask this question in Caesarea 
Philippi, a place crowded with competing voices, rival loyalties, and countless claims to 
power. It’s as if Jesus stands in the middle of Times Square and says, “Tell me who I 
am — not who the world says I am, not who tradition says I am, but who you say I am.” 

Peter’s bold confession becomes the doorway into a life of faith that is honest, 
imperfect, courageous, and real. And that’s good news for us. Because the Church is 
not built on perfect people — it’s built on people willing to speak the truth they’ve 
glimpsed. 

Here on Edisto Island, we know something about places that reveal us. The marsh, the 
tides, the quiet — they have a way of stripping away pretense. Jesus’ question does the 
same. It invites us to speak from the deepest place within us. 

We’ll also reflect on what it means that Jesus gives Peter “the keys of the kingdom.” 
Keys are symbols of trust — not to lock people out, but to open doors wide. In a world 
where so many feel shut out, the Church is called to be a place where people discover a 
door that isn’t locked. 

This Sunday, we’ll consider how every act of kindness, every prayer whispered for a 
neighbor, every meal served, every child welcomed, every grieving family comforted — 
all of it becomes our answer to Jesus’ question. 

Come join us as we listen, wonder, and respond. Come as you are — with your 
questions, your hopes, your doubts, your courage. Come ready to hear Jesus ask, 
“Who do you say that I am?” And come ready to discover again who you are in Him. 

Worship at 10:00 AM • Edisto Island United Methodist Church A place where the 
doors are open, the welcome is real, and Christ still asks the question that changes 
everything. 

 



Come think about the question and answer it, if you ready! 

Rev. Len Ripley 

 


	EIUMC 8-23-26 Page 1
	EIUMC 8-23-26 Page 2
	EIUMC 8-23-26 Page 3
	EIUMC 8-23-26 Page 4
	Newsletter 13 Pentecost A 2026

